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For many years, Elnathan Sawtelle was a successful farmer.  His father, who had the same 

name, was also a prominent Union township farmer.  The elder Sawtelles were natives of 

Massachuse tts.  They were participants in the western movement of New England people 

seeking new opportunities in farming in the 1800s.  First they moved to Vermont in 1837 

and lived there for eighteen years before coming to Wisconsin in 1855.  Of the elder 

Sawtelle s eight children, only four survived, three daughters, and Elnathan, Jr.  

 

Elnathan, Jr. was born in Ludlow, Vermont in 1822 and came to Wisconsin with his parents.  

Seven years later, he married Lucy Biglow.  The younger Sawtelles moved to Evansville in 

1865 and built a house at 416 East Main Street.   

 

Nineteen years later, in 1884, Lucy Sawtelle was in failing health and Elnathan decided 

to build a house on Church Street that would be comfortable and convenient for his wife.  

Elnathan found a house plan t hat he liked and adapted it to make life easier for Lucy.  

William Libby, one of Evansville's favorite builders, was hired to construct the house.  

 

Before the house building could begin, a small house on the property had to be moved.    

Sawtelle, also had a lot on Liberty Street and the smaller house was moved to that lot, 

remodeled and enlarged into two apartments.  

 

In April 1884, the site preparations were completed on Church Street and the basement for 

the new house was dug.   Sawtelle's house on East Ma in had sold more quickly than 

expected, so for a short time, a tent, referred to as "a Dakota mansion", became home for 

Elnathan and Lucy.   

 

Throughout the summer, Libby worked on and supervised the building of the Sawtelle's new 

house.  In May, the roof of the new house had been completed and it was being painted.  

However, it was not until October that the interior was near completion and the painters 

were putting the finishing touches on the new residence.  The exterior paint was 

described as a "leather  color with appropriate trim".     

 



 

A newspaper article in the October 24, 1884 Evansville Review described the interior of 

the house.  The wood trim was native pine without paint or stain.  The floors were mainly 

oak.  The house was heated with a hot ai r furnace located in the cellar.   

 

There was a kitchen and root celler in the basement.  A dumbwaiter was used to bring food 

prepared in the basement kitchen to the dining room on the first floor.   

 

Living rooms, bedrooms, and servants rooms were all on the first and second floor.  A 

stairway led up through the attic to the roof.  From the large balcony on the roof, most 

of the village of Evansville could be seen.    

 

The doors were fitted with trigger latches, similar to those found in Dr. John and Emma 

Evans' house built that same year at 104 West Main Street.  A cistern in the attic 

collected rain water and piped it into the kitchen.  

 

William Libby reported to the Review that the house cost $3,300 to build.  The local 

newspaper, the Enterprise, describe d the house was "one of the best and handsomest 

residences this place affords."  

 

The Baptist minister, Rev. E. R. Curry and his wife moved into the house with the 

Sawtelleôs in October 1884.   

 

Nine years after building the house, Elnathan Sawtelle died.  Lucy became the sole owner 

of the house and the other properties he owned.  They had no children and Mrs. Sawtelle 

took in boarders.  Lucy was an active worker in the Baptist Church next door to her 

house.   
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First B aptist after 1904 shows house at 115 South First on left and house at 113 West 

Church on right.  

 

On August 20, 1910 Lucy Sawtelle  died.  She was 80 years old.  Her brother, Lucius 

Biglow, was her heir and received title to the house.  He settled the estate by selling 

the property at 113 West Church to Dr. Fred Colony and his wife, Edit h, in March 1911.   

 

Very shortly after, the Colony's and their two children, Martin V. and Alice, moved into 

the house.  Dr. Colony and his wife, were a popular Evansville couple.   

Alice Louise Colony  

 

Fred Colony, a native of Janesville, was born in 1865 .  He came to Evansville as a young 

man.  He worked in a local drug store, known as the Sonn's Drug Store in the late 1880s.  


