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Comrade William Seward Austin who was born the 10
th

 day of December A. D. 1839 in Frankfort, County of 

Herkimer, New York.  Enlisted at Utica New York, September 1864 as a private in Co. A. 1
st
 N. Y. Light 

Artillery.  Was discharged June 28
th

, 1865 at Elmira, N. Y.  for reason of close of the war to preserve the Nation 

and my services no longer required.  Battery A was with McClellan all through peninsula campaign and its guns 

were captured at the battle of Fair Oaks after they had fired 773 out of 775 rounds of shot and shell, not being 

able to save the guns from the ?  109 horses out of 129 belonging to our battery were killed.  Col. G. D. 

[Guilford D.]  Bailey, Major Van Walkenberg and Adjutant Ramsey were among the killed.   

 

The following are names of some of my comrades.  C. R. Austin, J. S.; A. F. Clark. 

My battery was detailed as escort to Lincoln at Harrisburg, Pa. 

 

A. C. Babcock 
 

August 22, 1862, p. 6,Janesville Daily Gazette, 

Janesville,WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Gardner Babcock  

 

 
John Gardner Babcock and his sister, Martha on Look Out Mountain Tennessee.   

Gardner visited many former Civil War Battlefields, including Gettysburg in 1938.  He was 93 at the time that 

he visited Gettysburg and met John C. Cook, 96, Morewood, Oklahoma, the only other known survivor of 

Company D, Wisconsin 13
th

 Regiment. 

 

July 10, 1938, p. 22, col. 1, Wisconsin State Journal, Madison, Wisconsin  



 
June 18, 1942, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

 



Baker, Aaron T. 

 

Married:  In Evansville. Nov. 19tb, by Rev. E. Robinson, Mr. AARON T. BAKER, of the 13th regimental band, 

and Miss JULIA M. SOUTHWICK, both of Evansville. 

Janesville Daily Gazette | Janesville, Wisconsin | Monday, December 02, 1861 | Page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baker, Allen Sayer 

 

A. S. Baker and W. H. Walker attended the reunion of the Iron Brigade at La Crosse. 

a. September 18, 1883, Enterprise, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
May 23, 1912, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 



July 17, 1913, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 



 
January 13, 1916, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

Baker, Stephen Jones 

 



 



 
June 20, 1918, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

Issachar F. Baum 
 

OBITUARY 

 

Issachar F. Baum was born March 8, 1822, in Euclid township Chester County, Pa., and died in Madison, Wis., 

Sept. 21, 1903, being 81 years of age. In the spring of 1869 on the 5th day of April he came west to Illinois; 

where he lived for one year, afterward coming to Wis., to Oregon where he resided five years, from thence he 

went to Butts' Corners and spent twenty-six years of his life, amid pleasant surroundings; about two years ago 

he came to this city and during most of that time has been in failing health. He was married to Mary Ann Long, 

March 25, '47, and they lived together in holy matrimony until death cause a separation. This union was blessed 

with nine children, six of whom are living, Jacob L. of this city; William C., of Denver, Co. John E. and Wesley 

F. of this city; Mrs. Sarah E. O'Neal and Mrs. M. A. Johnson, both of Evansville. These with their mother 

mourn the decease of father. 

 

Mr. Baum was converted at 19 years of age, and joined the Methodist Episcopal church of which he was a 

consistent member at the time of his death, he was a good man and much beloved by his neighbors and friends. 

He was a man of positive religious convictions and had the courage to assist himself in that regard. 

 

The funeral services were held from the Methodist Episcopal Church on Wednesday afternoon, his pastor Rev. 

James Churm officiating. The text used on the occasion being John 11:25-26. And the scripture lesson Psalm 

23, both of which were selected by Mr. Baum quite a long time ago. The body was laid to rest by tender loving 

hands in the cemetery. 

 

Thursday October 1, 1903, Evansville Review, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lewis B. Beebe 
LEWIS B. BEEBE, a resident of Evansville, Wis., is one of the leading dental surgeons of Rock  

County. He was born in the village of Union, on the 20th day of April, 1845, and is a son of Bela and Sarah A. 

(CHAPELL) BEEBE, both of whom were natives of New York. His parents were married in Madison County 

of the Empire State, May 4, 1841, and immediately afterwards started for the Territory of Wisconsin, in 

company with Samuel LEWIS, who was one of the prominent pioneer settlers, and Daniel O. CHAPELL, who 

for many years was the village blacksmith of Union. He erected the second frame house in that town, and at his 

home the Masonic Lodge convened for many years. Union was then a thriving little place, full of life and 

energy, and was the half-way station between Madison and Janesville on the old stage road.  

 

Bela BEEBE made his first settlement near Racine, residing there till the spring of 1845, when he  

removed to the village of Union. Soon after he entered a farm in Rutland, Dane Co., Wis., removing his family 

to that claim. Purchasing the land from the Government, it was consequently in an unimproved condition. Not a 

furrow had been turned, a building erected or a fence made, but he at once began the work of development, and 

in the course of time had a fine farm of 120 acres, on which he made his home until 1864, when he removed to 

Evansville, where he resided until after the death of his wife, which occurred on the 25th day of March, 1870. 

She was laid to rest in the village cemetery of Evansville, and Mr. BEEBE then went to Kansas, where he 

remained until October, 1871. At that time he returned to Evansville, but after a short time removed to his 

present farm in Magnolia Township. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which his wife also 

belonged, and is a highly respected citizen.  

 

Mr. and Mrs. BEEBE had a family of eight children, as follows: Bela W., who was born May  

25, 1843, in Racine County, Wis., and is now a prominent citizen of Brodhead, enlisted in the ranks of the 2d 

Regiment, Wisconsin Infantry, in 1861, participated in both battles of Bull Run and in all other engagements of 

his regiment until the battle of South Mountain, where he was wounded, receiving his discharge in 1863, after 

two years service, on account of disability attendant on his injuries. Lewis B., the subject of this sketch, is the 

second in order of birth. Hobert D. is now in the employ of a railroad, and resides in Kansas City, Mo. Sarah A. 

became the wife of Edwin DELONG, a veteran of the late war, and three children survive them, both being now 

deceased. Melvin D. is engaged in farming in Plymouth Township. Rhoda C. is the wife of Charles E. 

CARVER, a resident farmer of Harding County, Iowa. Myra J. wedded Charles PATCHIN, is connected with 

his father in the management of the home farm.  

 

The subject of this sketch received his education in the common schools of Union Township and  

in the Evansville Seminary. His early life was spent upon his father's farm until the age of nineteen years, when, 

in 1864, he left the parental roof and enlisted in the service of this country as a member of Battery G, 2d Illinois 

Light Artillery. He joined the command at Nashville, Tenn., reaching the regiment just in time to take part in 

the battle at that place. Battery G was then sent to Eastport, Miss., where it remained in camp until February, 

1865, whence it was ordered to Cairo, Ill., and on to New Orleans, La. It then proceeded by water to Mobile, 

Ala., participating in the siege against that city in April, 1865. Continuing on to Montgomery, Ala., it was there 

encamped until August, when it was ordered to Springfield, Ill., and discharged from the service.  

 

The winter after his return, 1865-6, Dr. BEEBE attended school at the seminary at Evansville,  

and the following spring went to Beloit, where he worked at the painter's trade until autumn. He then again 

entered the seminary, continuing his studies until the winter of 1869-70, when he engaged in teaching school in 

Spring Valley. While following that profession, he made the acquaintance of Mrs. Sylvia M. (SPRAGUE) 

PALMER, and on the 15th of September, 1870, they were united in marriage. Mrs. BEEBE is the daughter of 

Almerin and Asenath (NOYCE) SPRAGUE ( who were early settlers of Spring Valley, formerly from New 

York State), sister of Hon. Burr SPRAGUE, of Green County, and Mrs. Nellie A. PALMER, wife of N. N. 

PALMER, of Spring Valley, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. The young couple began their 

domestic life upon a farm on section 33, Magnolia Township, Mr. BEEBE teaching school for several 

successive winters. In the spring of 1879, Mr. BEEBE, desiring to follow a professional career, then abandoned 

agricultural pursuits, and accepted the position of student in the dental office of Drs. A. H. ROBINSON and 



Geo. ROLLOCK, under whom he pursued his studies for two and a half years. In the fall of 1882 he purchased 

his present office and established business for himself. He is a close student, well posted on everything 

pertaining to his profession, has all the latest improved appliances, and is conversant with the newest methods. 

For the past ten years he has been actively engaged in the practice of his profession, and has won for himself a 

liberal share of the public patronage.  

 

Two children grace the union of Dr. and Mrs. BEEBE---Helen June, who was born June 15,  

1882; and Gordon A., born Aug. 27, 1886. He also supplies a father's place to the three orphan children of his 

sister, Mrs. DELONG, who died in one of the southwestern counties of Missouri. At her death he went to the 

bereaved home, bringing back the remains of the loved sister, whom he laid to rest by the side of their mother in 

the Evansville cemetery. Socially, Dr. BEEBE is a member of the Masonic Fraternity, the I.O.O.F., the Modern 

Woodmen of America, and T. L. Sutphen Post, No. 41, G.A.R., all of Evansville, and his wife is a member of 

the W.R.C., No. 28, Auxiliary to Post No. 41. The Doctor has not only been an eye-witness of the many 

changes that have taken place since his birth in the little village of Union, but has been an active participant in 

the great work of transformation. Where once the wild and undeveloped prairie stretched away to the horizon 

are now rich and fertile farms; school houses, churches and business institutions have been erected, and the 

county is populated with an intelligent and contented people. To the pioneers this change is largely due, and to  

Dr. BEEBE belongs a large share of the public gratitude. Politically he is, and ever has been, an ardent 

supporter of the Republican party, and has filled various township offices of trust, serving now as Notary 

Public, Village Trustee and Pension Agent. He is one of the leading and enterprising business men of 

Evansville, and is a member of the Business Men's Association, and a respected citizen, and while he is yet 

young in years, he is really one of the oldest settlers of Rock County, and is now living within three miles of his 

birthplace.  

   

Taken from "The Portrait and Biographical Album of Rock County, Wis." (c)1889, pp. 384-385.  
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~wirockbios/Bios/bios2074.html 

 

Lewis Barnard Beebe 1845-1924 

 

Lewis Barnard Beebe, son of Bela and Sarah A. Chapel Beebe was born in the village of Union, Apr. 20, 1845. 

 

Enlisted in 186?, Battery G, 2nd Illinois Light Artillery. Took part in the battle of Nashville and Seige of 

Mobile, Ala, in April of '65. Discharged at Springfield with his regiment in Aug. 1865. 

 

Married Mrs. Sylvia Sprauge Palmer, Sept.15, 1870, who died in Mar. 1913. 

 

Married Mrs. Ella Keys April 1916. She survives him. 

 

He is survived by his daughter Mrs. Helen Marston of Turtle and his son, Gordon A. Beebe of Madison and by 

four grandsons, Lewis C., Gordon A. and Merton S. Marston and Lewis E. Beebe also by 2 brothers, Melvin of 

Orfordville and Hubert of Kansas City. 

 

As a young man he taught school for several years, following marriage he and his wife resided on a farm in 

Magnolia until 1879 when he entered dental office in Evansville as a student and in 1882 began his professional 

life and practiced dentistry in Evansville until 1907, when he moved onto a farm In Turtle township where he 

resided until his death. 

 

He was a Mason and member of the Eastern Star, I.O.O.F., Modern Woodmen and T. L. Sutphen Post No. 41, 

G.A.R. of Evansville and at the time of his death was health officer of the Town of Turtle and Chaplain of 

Turtle Grange, a member of the Methodist church of Evansville for many years up to the time of his death. 

 

The funeral was held from the Methodist church of this city, Rev. Churm of Port Edwards, officiating, the body 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~wirockbios/Bios/bios2074.html


being laid to rest in its final resting place in Maple Hill cemetery according to Masonic rites 

 

November 6, 1924, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 

Martin C. Benway: 
 
Martin C. Benway, born November 16, 1831, died April 13, 1912, Civil War Veteran from Company F. 42nd Wisconsin 
Volunteers 
 

George Bidwell 
Mr. George Bidwell 

 

Born Oct. 12, 1838, died Oct. 16, 1919. His birthplace was Columbus Co. New York. Later he moved to 

Racine, Wis., then to Walworth, going from there to Elcator, Iowa, where he enlisted as a private in Co. F., 16th 

Infantry in 1861. He was wounded in the battle of Shiloh on April 7, 1862. On returning he came to Hyde Park, 

Illinois where he was united in marriage to Miss Joanna Thomas, Nov. 24, 1862. He was discharged from 

service early in 1863. 

 

Ten children were born to the couple. He is survived by his wife, a sister, Mrs. Ellen Greatsinger, three 

daughters, Mrs. Lucy Hubbard, Mrs. Stella Conger, Mrs. Hattie Ryan and three sons, Frank A. Bidwell, George 

Bidwell and Earnest Bidwell. There are also ten grandchildren and five great grandchildren who mourn his loss. 

 

The deceased came to Evansville in July 1871 and has lived here since that time. 

 

October 23, 1919, Evansville Review, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/facts/bidwell-family-history.ashx
http://boards.rootsweb.com/localities.northam.usa.states.northcarolina.counties.columbus/mb.ashx
http://boards.rootsweb.com/localities.northam.usa.states.newyork/mb.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/racine-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/walworth-family-history.ashx
http://boards.rootsweb.com/localities.northam.usa.states.iowa/mb.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/shiloh-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/hyde-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/park-family-history.ashx
http://boards.rootsweb.com/localities.northam.usa.states.illinois/mb.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/greatsinger-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/hubbard-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/conger-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/bidwell-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/earnest-family-history.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/bidwell-family-history.ashx
http://boards.rootsweb.com/localities.northam.usa.states.wisconsin/mb.ashx


 

Josiah W. Blake 

June 1, 1916, Evansville Review, p. 1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

 

 

 



 

Edwin Blakely 

August 20, 1895, Tribune, p. 4, col. 

1, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

DIED 

Edwin Blakley 

 

On Monday, August 19th, occured the death of Edwin Blakely one of our prominent citizens and for many 

years a prosperous farmer in this vicinity.  He was born in Erie County, N. Y., April 8th, 1826, left when 18 and 

went to Ohio, where he resided until 1854 when he came to Rock County, Wisconsin, residing in this vicinity 

ever since, with the exception of a few years which he spent in Kansas.  He was a veteran of the 44th 

Wisconsin, and a prominent Mason.  He has been ailing for some time, but was able to be up the day of his 

death, which was due to heart disease.  The funeral was held this (Thursday) morning at 10:30 o'clock, under 

the auspices of the Masons at the Congregational church. 

 

August 22, 1895, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 

 
August 24, 1895, The Badger, p. 1, col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 
Richard Blodgett,  
 Richard Blodgett, Union, enlisted September 11, 1861, U. S. Sharp Shooters, 1st 
Reg. Co. G.  Prisoner at Mechanicsville; died aug. 29, 1862, Richmond, Va. Disease. 
 Roster, Wisconsin Volunteers 
 
James R. Brown: 
Died -- Feb. 16th 1884, Mr. James R. Brown, aged 52 years. The deceased has long been one of our most social 

citizens and known far and near as a jovial good natured fellow whom all were pleased to meet and share in the 

good feelings originating from his ready wit. He was a mason by trade, a hard worker, and industrious citizen 

whose familiar countenance will be greatly missed upon our streets. He enlisted in the U. S. Navy on July 20th 

1864, and served on the Reviewing ship Constellation from which he was honorably discharged. About four 

weeks since he was taken sick with rheumatism which ripened into a complication of diseases resulting his 

death. His funeral services were held at the F. W. Baptist church yesterday at 2:30 o'clock, under the 

management of the G. A. R., of which he was a member in good standing. Rev. A. J. Marshall, Chaplin of the 

Post, officiating, Commander J. R. West taking charge of the procession. The services were attended by a large 

audience of sorrowing friends, who sympathized with the relatives, especially the widowed wife, who is in very 

poor health, and will see that their sufferings are made as light as possible. This is the first death from T. L. 

Sutphen Post, No. 41, G. A. R., which has now been in existence over two years, and has a membership of over 

eighty, and we wish to add that the management for the first was very satisfactorily conducted, and the 

impressive ceremony beautifully rendered. Another comrade has fought the good fight and ended his battles on 

earth, and gone to render his account to the great commander of all--Enterprise, 

 

February 22, 1884, Evansville Review, p. ,3 col. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

 
 

March 15, 1884, Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

Mrs. James Brown is hopelessly insane and is a great care. A committee from the G. A. R. Post visited her last 

Tuesday evening to ascertain her condition and provide for her needs as far as possible. We have not learned 

their report, but from our own judgment should think the best place for her was in the asylum.  

 

April 22, 1884, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 5, Evansville, Wisconsin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilson Brown: 
 
Gone to his Reward 

 

After a long lingering illness, from disease contracted in the service of his country, comrade Wilson Brown, 

aged 58 years, passed to his final reward on Sunday morning, Nov. 6, 1898. Comrade Brown was born in 

Scotland, became a member of Co. D., 13th Regt. Wis. Vol. Inft. Nov. 1, 1861, was honorably discharged from 

this service in 1864. He was mustered into T. L. Sutphen G. A. R. Post No. 41, of this city on March 8, 1883, of 

which he remained a most faithful and valiant member until his death. He was not only highly prized by this 

society, but a host of friends in this city and at his home in Magnolia, where his funeral was held under the 

auspices of the Grant Army of the Republic on Monday, Nov. 7, at 1:30 o'clock Rev. Newton officiating 

clergyman. 

 

A large number were in attendance from this city, especially of the G. A. R. and W. R. C., members of the 

former society have been rapidly passing away of late, until its ranks which were once near one hundred strong 

have been reduced to less than one-half that number, and it will not be long before the last one must respond to 

this final call and the society become extinct, unless perpetuated in some manner by the veterans' sons; the 

writer being about the youngest member left, and we sometimes feel that our final summons is not far distant. 

 

Comrade Brown leaves a most devoted and highly respected wife, one daughter and three sons, who have the 

sympathy of this entire community in their great loss, for no greater loss can come upon a family than the taking 

away of such a husband and father. 

 

November 8, 1898, p. 1, col. 7, The Tribune, Evansville, Wisconsin 

 


