
L. S. Palmer  August 3, 1900, The Enterprise, p. 1, col. 4, 

Evansville, Wisconsin 



 

Ralph Parkin  
Just wanted to let you know that through sheer unadulterated luck, I found  

an Ancestry.com site that lists the marriage of Ralph Parkins and Mary H.  

Eldridge on 25 Dec. 1876 - not in Chicago or Cook County, but in De Kalb  

County.  This really surprised me since Ralph went to Reed Medical School in  

Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  However, I probably wouldn't have found it  

if you hadn't sent me the newspaper article giving the information that they  

were married in Illinois.  Thanks again. 

Pat 

 

 
October 2, 1872, Evansville Review, p. 1, col. 2, Evansville, Wisconsin  

 

July 14, 1875, Evansville Review, p. 1, col.. 2, Evansville, 

Wisconsin  

DR. RALPH PARKIN 

Born February 11, 1848, in Auckland District Durham Co., England 

Died April 16, 1882 in Minnesota Lake, MN 

Mother: Effie Canote 

Father:  William Albert Parkin - both born in England 

 

MARY ELDREDGE 

Born December 18, 1851 in the State of New York 

Died April 12, 1916 in Blue Earth, MN 

 

Dr. Ralph Parkin and Mary Eldredge were married December 25, 1877 in DeKalb, IL.  To this union was born 

one child, Genevieve Lurline Parkin.  She was born August 21, 1881, in Minnesota Lake, MN 

 

Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 3, Evansville, Wisconsin  January 10, 1877 

 

Dr. Ralph Parkin, of Minnesota Lake, Minn. and his bride, have been spending some days in Evansville.  His 

wife was Miss Mary Eldredge.  They were married Christmas in Illinois and have many friends in this place.  

We understand Dr. Parkin is working into a lucrative practice at his profession. 

 

Evansville Review, p. 3, col. 4, April 22, 1882 



 

The remains of Dr. Ralph Parkin were brought here for interment Monday night.  Funeral at the Baptist church 

Tuesday afternoon.  Mr. Parkin was formerly an Evansville boy, studied medicine here and after graduating at 

Rush Medical College, Chicago, went to Minnesota Lake, Minn. and established himself in the practice of his 

chosen profession.  Recently, he began to fail, from hard labor, and having a sore upon his leg, and instead of its 

discharging properly, was absorbed into his enfeebled system and pymeal or blood poison setting in, soon 

carried him beyond recovery.  His remains were accompanied by his wife and her mother, and who met other 

members of his family here--several brothers, two sisters and his mother, to attend the funeral.  While a citizen 

here, he was much respected and many gazed on his pale and shrunken features for the last time, with feelings 

of deepest sadness. 

(Buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, Evansville WI Orig. 1/129/8 

Newspaper Article - A Remarkable Surgical Operation 

We were witness Monday night last to what has been considered, even by the profession, rather a remarkable 

surgical operation.  It is that of drawing the blood from an animal and returning the same again without the loss 

of life, or infusing blood into another person to save life where it has become nearly extinct by accident or 

otherwise. 

A dog was selected on this occasion, and Drs. Parkin and Griswold, of this place, resolved they would test the 

experiment even at the expense of one of the canine race, if it should prove an unsuccessful experiment. 

 

Chloroform was administered until the dog became insensible to pain, and lay perfectly motionless upon the 

table, when Dr. Parkin made a long and deep incision in the side of the animal’s neck exposing the jugular vein, 

in which an incision was made and a glass tube inserted.  The blood flowed into a receptacle surrounded, and so 

as to keep its contents warm, by water being poured into it.  When enough had been taken without venturing too 

much upon the dog’s life, the vein was tied and the tube inserted in a different direction.  A large tube was now 

employed into which the warm blood was drawn, and by connecting it with a flexible tube to the one already in 

the vein, the blood flowed back into the animal’s body of its own gravity, quite rapidly.  When the blood was all 

returned, the vein was properly tied and the outside incision sewed up.  The animal was now allowed to recover, 

and soon began to show real dog life. 

We saw the animal again Tuesday morning, and it appeared to be rapidly recovering, and destined to enjoy 

another season of dog days, unless some less skillful hands should repeat the experiment. 

 

About sixteen ounces of blood was taken, and the operation lasted nearly an hour. 

Drs. Parkin and Griswold are young men in the profession; but possess nerve and skill quite equal to many older 

ones.  The operation took place in the rear room of Mr. Lehman’s cabinet store, and was witnessed by the 

writer, Mr. Case of the Spencer House and Mr. Lehman. 

 

DR. RALPH PARKIN OBITUARY 

 

Dr. Parkin was born in England in the year 1849.  His parents made their home in Wis. after their removal from 

England to the United States.  He pursued a thorough course of medical study at Rush College, Chicago.  How 

he applied himself, his success in his profession clearly proves, for no real success is achieved in any vocation 

without close application and active labor.  After receiving his diploma at this college, he immediately sought a 

location in the west.  He was not long in establishing a good practice at Minnesota Lake, the place chosen for 

his field of action.  The future looming with bright prospects, he returned to Evansville, Wis., full of hope, 

youth and vigor, and there married Miss Mary Eldredge, Dec. 25, 1877.  From that time until his death, four 

short years, he came to be regarded by the people of Minnesota Lake as almost indispensable to their welfare, 

both public and private.  Possessed of a generous, sympathetic spirit, he was ever ready to aid in advancing the 

public good, and responded quickly to the calls of the suffering and needy.  A zealous christian, he was a pillar 

of strength and help in the church.  His untiring efforts in the Sabbath school, over which he was superintendent 

during his residence at the Lake, kept it oft from sinking into nothingness.  The loss which the S.S. as well as 

the church sustain, cannot be estimated.  As a physician he was sought far and near, his practice was very large 



and daily increasing, indeed we may say, the cause of his death was owing directly to overwork in his 

profession.  For weeks previous to his illness, he was with the sick night and day, taking but little rest, bad roads 

and bad weather completely prostrated him.  Just in the prime of manhood, a large practice fully established, a 

pleasant home just completed, a baby prattler but eight months old to crown domestic happiness, a brilliant 

future before him, and lo! the destroying angel comes. 

His remains were immediately taken to Wis. for burial.  Mrs. Parkin, in this, her great bereavement, has the 

heartfelt sympathy of the entire community. 

 

DR. RALPH PARKIN OBITUARY 

 

It with feelings of deep regret that we are called upon to record the death our esteemed friend and brother, Dr. 

Ralph Parkin, who died at his home in Minnesota on Sunday morning, April 16
th

, 1882, from the effects of 

blood poison. 

 

He was born in Durham Co. England, Feb. 8
th

, 1848, and came to this county with his parents when but two 

years of age.  By his own exertion he obtained a good education, and when but sixteen years of age enlisted in 

the 43d Wis. Regiment of volunteers, and served until the close of war.  Following his services in the army, he 

lived five years in Beloit, Wis., working at the wagon makers trade, and pursuing his studies for a physician at 

the same time, ending by graduating after two years study in Chicago at Rush Medical College.  He located in 

Minnesota and followed his chosen profession until his death. 

He was a strict temperance man and organized a Good Templar’s lodge in the town where he lived, which was 

the means of reclaiming a number of men from a drunkard’s grave.  He was a sincere christian, a superintendent 

in the Sunday school and a leader in religious meetings.  His sympathy and skill in relieving the ills of his 

fellow man, and his ardent piety in the service of his divine Master, endeared him to a host of warm-hearted 

friends.  Conscious to the last moment, he spoke of the blessings of a future life, yet desiring to live that he 

might be a benefit of those around him.  But above all considerations, the wish to be in submission to him, “who 

doth all things well.” 

To the wife whose “silver cord” has been broken, to the little child who is left fatherless, to the widowed mother 

who was so proud of her boy, to the brothers and sisters; and to all his friends and acquaintances, we offer our 

heart-felt sympathy in their bereavement; and trust that the mantle of consolation from a Father’s loving hand 

may assuage their grief in the hope of a blessed reunion. 

 

The funeral was held at Evansville, Wis. Tuesday afternoon, at 2 o’clock, and largely attended. 

 

DR. RALPH PARKIN OBITUARY 

Evansville WI paper 

 

Dr. Ralph Parkin, who died at Minnesota Lake, Minn., on Sunday, the 16
th

 last, and was buried in this place on 

the following Tuesday, was born in England and came with his parents to this country when quite young.  

About 1870 he came to Evansville and engaged in wagon making with A. S. Baker, and at the same time 

studied medicine.  Having graduated from Rush College, Chicago in 1874, he went to Minnesota and was very 

soon established in the practice of medicine at the place where he died.  His noble manly nature, coupled with 

professional skill, soon secured for him the confidence and respect of the people and a medical practice quite 

satisfactory to him, which was never more appreciated than when disease laid him aside.  He was married five 

years ago last Christmas to Miss Mary Eldredge of this place, who is left with an infant child, to mourn the loss 

of a kind and loving husband, and bear alone the burden and responsibility of caring for the little one. 

 

About five years ago Dr. P. made a public profession of religion, from which time he took a decided stand on 

the side of Christ and his cause, both at home and in public.  While there was no church organization in the 

place to which he felt he could join, he nevertheless entered heartily into every work which favored a decided 

Christian advance.  He was early elected superintendent of the Sabbath School, which place he held when called 

to his long home; and the love of the children was so great for him, that they mourned his death, as the death of 



a father.  He also found it convenient to meet with praying ones in the prayer circle and was truly a leader. 

 

About six weeks before his death he was attacked with a pain below his knee, which developed into an abscess, 

and it was supposed resulted in blood poisoning, from which he died.  He was at no time conscious of his 

condition, and left no words of his happy future, but his life was the very best evidence.  The friends at his 

home were exceedingly kind, showing all the sympathy and attention possible; and the friends here manifested 

their respect by a profusion of flowers and a good congregation at the funeral notwithstanding the drenching 

rain. 

Though Dr. P. had lived only 33 years, yet he has left the evidence that he lived for a noble purpose and was 

triumphantly successful. 

 We desire to express our sincere thanks to the many friends, who so 

 kindly assisted in paying the last tribute of love and respect to our 

 dear and cherished dead. 

   Mrs. Dr. R. Parkin 

   Mrs. C. B. Eldredge 

 

THE REVIEW 

Mankato, Tuesday, Sept. 12, 1882 

 

Memoir of Ralph Parkin, M.D. of Minnesota Lake, Minn. 

By E. J. Davis, M.D. of Mankato, and read before the Minn. Valley Med. Society at Waseca, Sept. 5
th

, 1882. 

 

We had but just entered upon the second year of our existence as a society, when the fell destroyer entered our 

ranks and claimed for its victim one of the youngest, yet in point of professional attainments, the peer of any of 

our members, Dr. Ralph Parkin of Minnesota Lake, whose death it is to-day my painful duty to report to this 

society.  And for the information of those present who were not fortunate enough to have had a personal and 

intimate acquaintance with him, and for the benefit of those who have but recently engaged in our noble calling, 

and they that contemplate doing so, let me mention a few of his noble, manly traits of character, all worthy of 

emulating. 

 

In peaceful sorrow there is sometimes joy, and by nature, we love to share our sorrows rather than keep them 

locked in the seclusion of our own breasts.  In accordance with this principle, and suggested no less by a sincere 

respect for our deceased friend, I have undertaken to prepare this brief and imperfect sketch of the life of him 

who has passed from this world of toil to receive his reward for the good and profitable use he made of the 

talents committed to his charge, until the Master shall come and reckon with him. 

Dr. Parkin was born in Derhamshire, England, February 9
th

, 1848.  His parents came to this country when he 

was but two years old, making their home in Wisconsin.  His father died when he was but eight years old, 

leaving the widow with four small children and expecting to be a mother again in about a month.  Thus in his 

early boyhood was he left fatherless and at that age when a father’s advice and counsel is so greatly needed.  

But from his strict habit of industry, integrity and morality we are convinced that some person of superior mind 

and heart exerted their influence upon his character, in his youthful days, and believe such an one to have been 

his mother.  We are one of those who entertain the belief that God never gave to woman a higher, nobler, 

grander and more holy mission in this life, than the care and culture of her offspring and the consequent 

moulding of their character. 

 

After this sad event he was compelled to leave the parental hearthstone, work out, and obtain his daily bread by 

the sweat of his brow, also contribute his portion towards supplying it to other members of the family.  Thus at 

an age when most boys, these days, do but little else than go to school, the stern hand of necessity deprived him 

of his boon; hence his advantages for obtaining an education were at best but meager, yet he was a lover of 

books, and succeeded by his own exertion in acquiring a fair, if not a liberal education.  Although the doctor, in 

his youthful days, could not boast of academic honors or college lore, yet he looked beyond the wreath that 

entwined the brow of the learned as well as beyond the wealth, fame and applause of the world.  By 



observation, study and experience, he improved his intellectual powers and accumulated a vast amount of 

practical knowledge, which qualified him for almost any emergency and particularly so for filling his chosen 

profession--the medical. 

 

His preparatory medical studies were pursued under the tutilage of Dr. Evans, of Evansville, Wis., entering his 

office in the year 1870.  In order to pursue, to completion, his studies he was compelled even now to work a 

portion of his time, which he did at carriage making for a gentleman in that village.  He entered Rush Medical 

College, pursued a thorough and complete course, and graduated with honors from that institution in the spring 

of 1874.  After receiving his diploma he sought immediately for a field to labor in, and having his attention 

called to the rapidly developing northwest, decided to come here, and selected as his future home the village of 

Minnesota Lake, Faribault county, Minn.  Dr. Parkin was most emphatically, “a self-made man.” in the ordinary 

acceptation of the phrase. 

 

During the first few years of his practice he encountered some of the trials that many young practitioners meet 

with, but his noble, manly nature, close habits of study, careful attention to his patients, and undoubted 

professional skill, soon secured for him the confidence and respect of the people of Minnesota Lake and 

vicinity; also a practice that was quite satisfactory to him and never more remunerative than at the time of his 

death.  About five years ago he made a public profession of religion, from which time he took a decided stand 

on the side of Christ and his cause, both at home and in public.  He was early elected superintendent of the 

Sabbath school, which place he held when called to his long home; and the love of the children was so great for 

him that they mourned his death as that of a father.  While there was no church organization in the place to 

which he felt he could join, he always made it convenient to meet with praying ones in the prayer circle and was 

truly a leader. 

 

The future looming with bright prospects before him, he returned to Evansville, Wis., the place of his early 

student home, full of hope, youth and vigor, and there married Miss Mary Eldredge, on Christmas day, 1877.  

This union was blessed by the birth of a  daughter who like himself is left early fatherless. 

 

In the very prime of manhood and of professional usefulness, having a large practice fully established, a 

pleasant home just completed, for which he had worked hard, a baby prattler but eight months old to crown 

domestic happiness, a large circle of professional brethren who greatly admired and honored him, a brilliant 

future before him, and lo! the destroying angel comes. 

 

About five weeks before his death a circumscribed swelling manifested itself in the calf of the right leg, quite 

painful and developed into an abscess, which he lanced.  During its progress he continued to attend to his 

professional duties, getting about on crutches and being helped in and out of his buggy.  Not taking, at this time, 

the rest that his system so greatly needed, because of his anxiety for his patients, and having a large number, he 

was soon confined to his bed, and rheumatoid arthritis manifested itself in the left knee joint, and in spite of all 

that could be done for him, a septic condition of his whole system was developed shortly before his death.  He 

began to show signs of delirium towards the last week of his sickness, and died in an unconscious condition on 

the 16
th

 day of April, having been confined to his bed just four weeks, leaving no parting word to his wife, 

child, kindred and friends.  He had been for weeks previous to his illness with the sick day and night, thereby 

unable to take the rest that he so greatly needed, hence the immediate cause of his death was owing to overwork 

in his profession.  His remains were taken for burial, to his former Wisconsin home, and the large circle of 

friends there manifested their respect by a profusion of flowers and attendance at his funeral.  The unremitting 

attention of his wife, during his sickness, expressed in language stronger than words her attachment and love for 

him, and his solicitude for her showed that their love was mutual. 

 

He never regarded wealth as the ultimate reward of labor and incessant toil.  With him it was an inferior 

consideration when contrasted with the reward that follows the satisfaction of being successful in his calling , 

having the ability to relieve suffering, and the privilege of doing acts of charity and benevolence. 

 



In the death of Dr. Parkin our profession has lost a consistent and useful member, and the people of Minnesota 

Lake and vicinity a careful, conscientious and successful physician and useful citizen.  From his reserved and 

reticent habits he gave no indications to the superficial observer of the gifts and high qualities of mind and heart 

which he possessed, and were only observable upon a more intimate acquaintance with him.  With a judgment 

of rare maturity for one of his years, patient in his investigations, logical in his conclusions, and for the 

advantages had fertile in resource, he had become to be considered the peer of many his seniors in his 

profession. 

 

Being inured from early boyhood to labor, both physical and mental, it developed a self-reticent manner, though 

undemonstrative, and a closer friendship reveled the fact that he was always cordial and frank with his friends. 

 

But scant justice can be done his memory in the brief space allotted us.  Yet it is a privilege that we highly prize 

to be permitted to pay even this imperfect tribute to one who, whether as a man or physician, was equally 

admired and loved.  He lived only thirty-three years, yet has left the evidence that he lived for a noble purpose, 

and that his brief, yet brilliant career was triumphantly successful. 

 

We earnestly hope that our society may be spared another such a bereavement for many long years, but when 

we are taken, whether it be at the meridian or sunset of life, may we each strive to so live that we may be able to 

leave as good a record as Dr. Ralph Parkin has left.  

 

Resolutions adopted by the Minnesota Valley Medical Association 

of Waseca Sept. 5, 1882, on the death of 

Dr. Ralph Parkin of Minnesota Lake 

 

Resolved:  In the Providence of God, our friend and associate, Ralph Parkin, has been called away from us in 

the height of his usefulness. 

Resolved:  That as a body, we hearby place on record one deep sense of the rare combination of qualities which 

endowed Dr. Parkin to us as a man, and commanded our confidence in him as a Physician. 

Resolved:  That by the decors of an inscrutable Providence we are berift of a true friend and benefactor and we 

will ever cherish his memory with reverent love and rehearse as we console with each other the rare qualities of 

heart and mind which he possessed. 

Resolved:  That fully sensible to the loss that both our profession and the public have sustained in the death of 

Dr. Parkin, we deplore the event which has removed from us one so worthy in every way, the respect and 

esteem which he always inspired. 

Resolved:  That we tender to the wife and family of our friend, our heartfelt sympathy in their great sorrow and 

commend them for consolation to Him who is the only source of all true comfort. 

Resolved:  That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of Dr. Parkin and that they be entered upon the 

records of this society and be furnished for publication to the papers at this city. 

W. A. Jones, M.D. 

Secy 

 

Following the death of Dr. Ralph Parkin, Mary Eldredge returned to Evansville, Wis. until she was united in 

marriage to John W. Vance of Minnesota Lake, Minn., on May 8, 1895, at the home of Mr. And Mrs. E. J. 

Ballard.  They lived in Minnesota Lake until which time John W. Vance was appointed judge of probate of 

Faribault County.  They then moved to Blue Earth, Minn. 

 

David Patchin 
Maple Hill Cemetery Records:  David Patchen, died November 10, 1864.  David was born in Wisconsin, the 

son of George and Harriet Patchin.  In 1850, the family was living in Primrose, Dane county, Wisconsin.  In 

1860, the family was living in Magnolia township.  George and an older brother Cyrus were farming.  David 

was listed as 15 years old in 1860 and had attended school within the year of the census. 



 

Horatio Patchin  
Maple Hill Cemetery Records:  Horatio Patchin, 15 years, 07 months and 10 days, died June 19, 
1864 at Claysville, Alabama, Civil War, Co. D. 13th Reg. Wis. Vol. Born in Wisconsin the son 
of George and Saphrona Patchin. In 1850 the family was living in Primrose, Dane county, 
Wisconsin.  In 1860, the family was living in Magnolia township.  George and an older brother 
Cyrus were farming.  Horatio was listed as 12 years old in 1860 and had attended school 
within the year of the census.   
 Obituary for Horatio Patchin:  DIED.  In Clayville, Alabama, of typhoid fever, June 
19th, 1864, Horatio Patchin, aged about sixteen years, youngest son of Geo. Patchin, of 
Magnolia, Wis. 
 Last January Horatio volunteered in his country’s service, and joined the Thirteenth 
Wisconsin Regiment, Co. D.  During his sickness he was attended by the excellent Surgeon, Dr. 
J. M. evans, and nursed by his brother, Sergeant E. S. Patchin.  But the skill of a physician 
and the kindness and attention of a brother could not save him.  Thus has fallen in early 
life, another, a sacrifice to his country.  Thus mourning is carried into another family 
circle.  Horatio was a young man of more than common promise.  He was beloved by his young 
associates and much respected by all who knew him. 
 Janesville Weekly Gazette, July 22, 1864, p. 6, col. 3, Janesville, Wisconsin  
 Not the brother is listed as E. S. Patchin  
 

Nelson Patterson  

May 13, 1890, Evansville Review, p. 4, Evansville, Wisconsin  



 

 

 

Civil War Veterans Buried in Union Cemetery, Union, Rock County, Wisconsin  

Samuel B. Pinkham, Co. C. 2, Reg. Wis. Cav. 

 
 

American Civil War Soldiers about Elisha Reed  

 

Take a look at the picture to 

see even more. 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3737&enc=1
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0&db=hdsregiment&f0=3082&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0&db=hdsregiment&f0=3082&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-c&gsfn=Elisha&gsln=Reed&msrpn__ftp=Wisconsin&_81004240=1861&_82004240__ftp=Wisconsin&uidh=sqv&pcat=39&h=216094&recoff=1+3&db=NationalHomes&indiv=1
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=0&msT=1&gss=angs-c&gsfn=Elisha&gsln=Reed&msrpn__ftp=Wisconsin&_81004240=1861&_82004240__ftp=Wisconsin&uidh=sqv&pcat=39&h=216094&recoff=1+3&db=NationalHomes&indiv=1
http://search.ancestry.com/browse/view.aspx?dbid=1200&iid=MIUSA1866_113882-00450&pid=216094&ssrc=&fn=Elisha+R&ln=Reed&st=g
http://search.ancestry.com/browse/view.aspx?dbid=1200&iid=MIUSA1866_113882-00450&pid=216094&ssrc=&fn=Elisha+R&ln=Reed&st=g
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=1200&iid=MIUSA1866_113882-00450&fn=Elisha+R&ln=Reed&st=r&ssrc=&pid=216094


 
U. S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer soldiers, 1866 – 1938, record of Elisha R. Reed 



 

 

U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938 about Elisha R Reed  

 

Elisha Reed listed as a prisoner of the Rebels in Salisbury, N. C. 

 

 
June 6, 1862, Janesville Daily Gazette, p. 2, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1200&enc=1

