
Union Meeting at Evansville 
 

The patriotic citizens of this village and vicinity met at the school house last evening, April 

19th, and organized by electing J. McMellan, President, and J. Soule, Secretary.  Short, 
pithy and patriotic speeches were then made by Major Kelly, Rev. Mr. Tilton, E. Blake, Rev. 
Mr. Starr and Mr. Gladding; after which the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we, the people of Evansville, will do all we can to sustain the 
government and constitution of the United States of America, and to this resolution 

we pledge “our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.” 
A committee was then chosen to make arrangements for enlisting a company to be drilled 
and held in readiness for action;  the services of said company to be tendered to the 

government as soon as possible.. 
The meeting was large, and very enthusiastic.  During the early part of the evening no 

ladies were present, but long before the meeting adjourned, a company of patriotic young 
women entered in a double file, -- indicating by their presence their devotion to the Union, 
and contributing not a little to the enthusiasm of the meeting. 

Adjourned to meet again this evening. 
J. Soule, Sec’y. 

April 20th, 1861 
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Prof. D. Y. Kilgore, of Evansville Seminary, being called for, addressed the meeting.  He 
stated that at Evansville, thirty-eight patriotic citizens had volunteered to defend the 

country, eight of whom were from the seminary over which he presides. 
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The Footville Zouaves, Capt. Couch, arrived today.  There are 26 men in the company, who 
will united with the Union Guards of Evansville. 
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The 13th Wisconsin regiment has arrived at Fort Leavenworth, and is to join Lane’s 

expedition. 
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The Gallant Thirteenth.  The Leavenworth Times of the 23d ult., says:  The 13th 
Wisconsin, fully up to the standard, as regards equipment and perfection ofd rill, and above 

it in point of numbers, arrived yesterday, exciting general attention s it moved through the 
city. 

They are a fine body of men and seem to be well disciplined and well officered. 
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The effect upon the men of the 13th consequent upon the change of climate, water 
and diet, and from camp to quarters, is very bad indeed, something like 100 on the sick list 
and 30 in the hospital.  I believe it is infinetly better to be in camp than in quarters.  The 

13th is to leave next Saturday for Fort Scott, 130 miles nearly due south from this place.  
That will give the boys a little taste of soldier life but I believe it will be better for them than 
staying in quarters here. 

 It appears to be settled here that General Hunter and not Lane is to command 
this expedition.   

 Excerpts from letter sent by “Vox” to the Janesville Daily Gazette,  dated 
February 5, 1862, published in the February 10, 1862 Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin  
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The 13th Regiment – a letter received from a member of the 13th regiment, dated June 9th, 

says the regiment is located at Moscow, Kentucky, 25 miles below Columbus, and that the 

health of the regiment is improving.  There are now but few cases of sickness. 
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WAR MEETING IN UNION – A very large war meeting was held at the M. E. church at 

Evansville, in the town of Union, last evening.  The church was filled to overflowing.  A 

committee of three was appointed on resolutions and during their deliberations, D. L. 

Mills was called out and briefly stated the object of the meeting, and what the cities 

and other towns in the county were doing.  The committee reported by resolution (in 

substance) that the town of Union will do her share in carrying out the resolutions of 



the county board of supervisors.  The resolution was unanimously adopted on a division of 

the house.  

 A committee was appointed to obtain subscriptions for $1,500 of the county scrip 

and report to the county board on the 15th inst.  The Secretary then circulated a 

subscription in the meeting and obtained nearly $500 for county scrip, on the spot.  

 Union is alive to the work and may be relied on for her share of the means and 

money. 
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War Meeting At Evansville:  There was a large and enthusiastic war meeting at Evansville 

on Saturday night.  The Baptist church was full to overflowing.  Messrs. Graham and foot 

were the speakers.  A town bounty for Union was raised to ? and fifteen volunteers were 

obtained.  The war spirit of the patriotic people of Union is fully aroused.  The meeting 

did not adjourn till midnight and was characterized throughout by intense feeling. 
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Deaths in Capt. Parker’s company.  Jared Crone, Evansville. 

 September 19, 1862, Janesville Daily Gazette, p. 6, Janesville, Wisconsin  

 

Evansville Seminary.  The Spring term of this deservedly prosperous academy will commence 

on Tuesday of next week.  The last term was a very successful one, notwithstanding the 

large number who left the school to fill the ranks of our army.  This school has the 

reputation of being one of the best in the state, and is noted for the high order of 

talent and the excellent deportment of its pupils.  Success to it. 
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