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Union Meeting at Evansville 
 

The patriotic citzens of this village and vicinity met at the school house last evening, April 

19th, and organized by electing J. McMellan, President, and J. Soule, Secretary.  Short, 
pithy and patriotic speeches were then made by Major Kelly, Rev. Mr. Tilton, E. Blake, Rev. 
Mr. Starr and Mr. Gladding; after which the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we, the people of Evansville, will do all we can to sustain the 
government and constitution of the United States of America, and to this resolution 

we pledge “our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.” 
A committee was then chosen to make arrangements for enlisting a company to be drilled 
and held in readiness for action;  the services of said company to be tendered to the 

government as soon as possible.. 
The meeting was large, and very enthusiastic.  During the early part of the evening no 

ladies were present, but long before the meeting adjourned, a company of patriotic young 
women entered in a double file, -- indicating by their presence their devotion to the Union, 
and contributing not a little to the enthusiasm of the meeting. 

Adjourned to meet again this evening. 
J. Soule, Sec’y. 

April 20th, 1861 
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Prof. D. Y. Kilgore, of Evansville Seminary, being called for, addressed the meeting.  He 
stated that at Evansville, thirty-eight patriotic citizens had volunteered to defend the 

country, eight of whom were from the seminary over which he presides. 
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The Footville Zouaves, Capt. Couch, arrived today.  There are 26 men in the company, who 

will united with the Union Guards of Evansville. 
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The Evansville company that arrived here last week has combined with the Zouaves, and took part in the 
election on Monday night.  The company now numbers over 70. 
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